U.S. PHouge of Representatives
Committee on the Judiciary

TWashington, BE 20515—-6216
©ne Brndred Cighth Congress

February 20, 2003

Honorable Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Honorable Michael J. Copps

Honorable Kevin J. Martin

Honorable Jonathan 8. Adelstein
Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners:

I commend to your attention the enciosed column published on February 8, 2003 in the
Indiana Herald called “Cloge the Divide” by Thomas W. Dortch, Jr., Chairman of the One
Hundred Black Men Coalition. The column describes the continued need for competition in the
telecommunications industry as a key mechanism for closing the digital divide in African-
American communities. It also raises concerns regarding the impact of future actions by the
Federal Communications Commission on continuing the competitive vibrancy in the
telecommunications marketplace

Sfincere]y,

folq Conyers, Jr.
Ranking Member

Enclosure

ce: Hon. F. james Sensenbrenner
Chairman, Committee on the Rudiciary






